
1. The sponsoring representative’s first name:

John

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name:

Roth

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 
letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 
below.

Rep. Coffia

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for:

St. Clair Butterfly Foundation

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for:

11607 Whittington Traverse City MI 49684

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity:

n/a

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located:

John Roth 104, Betsy Coffia 103

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 
To expand SCBF’s Gold Standard, trauma-informed, neuroscience-backed, and SEL-

aligned expressive arts programming to an additional 10–12 school districts, 2–3 juvenile 
courts, and caregiver communities across Northern Michigan. Funding supports 
onboarding trauma-trained facilitators, creating new LMS-based professional 
development modules, piloting mobile expressive arts delivery, and increasing 
community-based trauma response capacity to reduce vicarious trauma and strengthen 
whole-child systems of support.
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This initiative will directly impact over 10,000 students, 1,200 educators and court 

professionals, and engage hundreds of caregivers and community members through 

accessible trauma-informed training and support. Outcomes include improved academic 

performance, decreased disciplinary incidents, reduced juvenile recidivism, increased 

educator job satisfaction, and enhanced family coping strategies. This pilot phase lays the 

groundwork for broader regional transformation and long-term sustainability through 

SCBF’s growing fee-for-service model. 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

500000 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["Private"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Non-profit organization 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Yes 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Yes 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Yes 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

Chip St. Clair Lisa St. Clair Damon Stafford Ruth Frushour Peter Bush Rich Daniel Lani 

Gonzales Kate Blondia Staphanie Brown Brandon Lawrence Miranda Jensen Elizabeth 

Dancy Steph Nagy 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 



18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

10/2025-9/2026 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 

 













 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1, 2025 

 

 

House Business Office 

PO Box 30014 

Lansing, MI 48909-7514 

 

 

Dear House Business Office, 

 

I am writing to co-sponsor the Legislatively Directed Spending Item submitted by State Representative John Roth 

for the St. Clair Butterfly Foundation (SCBF). 

 

This state investment will be used to expand SCBF’s Gold Standard, trauma-informed, neuroscience-backed, and 

SEL-aligned expressive arts programming to an additional 10–12 school districts, 2–3 juvenile courts, and 

caregiver communities across northern Michigan. The funding will support onboarding trauma-trained 

facilitators, creating new LMS-based professional development modules, piloting mobile expressive arts delivery, 

and increasing community-based trauma response capacity to reduce vicarious trauma and strengthen whole-child 

systems of support. This initiative will directly impact over 10,000 students, 1,200 educators and court 

professionals, and engage hundreds of caregivers and community members through accessible trauma-informed 

training and support. Outcomes include improved academic performance, decreased disciplinary incidents, 

reduced juvenile recidivism, increased educator job satisfaction, and enhanced family coping strategies. This pilot 

phase lays the groundwork for broader regional transformation and long-term sustainability through SCBF’s 

growing fee-for-service model. 

 

For these reasons, I lend my full support to SCBF’s funding proposal to support the needs of northern Michigan 

residents. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Betsy Coffia 

State Representative 

House District 103 
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